
Q.WriteabriefnoteonWilliamEmpson'sSevenTypesofAmbiguity.
Ans-William Empson describesasimilethatlieshalfwaybetweentwostatementsmadebythe
author.Whenastatementsaysnothingandthereaders are forcedtoinventastatementoftheir
own,mostlikelyinconflictwiththatoftheauthor.TypesofAmbiguity isaworkofliterary
criticism by William Empson whichwasfirstpublishedin1930.Itwasoneofthemostinfluential
criticalworksofthe20thcenturyandwasakeyfoundationworkintheformationofthe New
Criticism school.[1] Thebookisorganizedaroundseventypesof ambiguity thatEmpsonfindsin
thepoetryhecriticises.Thesecondedition(revised)waspublishedbyChatto&Windus,London,
1947,andtherewasanotherrevisededitionin1953.ThefirstprintinginAmericawasby New
Directions in1947.

SevenTypesofAmbiguity usheredinNewCriticism intheUnitedStates.Thebookisaguidetoa
styleofliterarycriticism practicedbyEmpson.Anambiguityisrepresentedasapuzzleto
Empson.Wehaveambiguitywhen"alternativeviewsmightbetakenwithoutsheermisreading."
Empsonreadspoetryasanexplorationofconflictswithintheauthor.

SeventypesofAmbiguityare-

Thefirsttypeofambiguityisthe metaphor,thatis,whentwothingsaresaidtobealikewhich
havedifferentproperties.Thisconceptissimilartothatof metaphysicalconceit.

Twoormoremeaningsareresolvedintoone.Empsoncharacterizesthisasusingtwodifferent
metaphorsatonce.

Twoideasthatareconnectedthroughcontextcanbegiveninonewordsimultaneously.

Twoormoremeaningsthatdonotagreebutcombinetomakeclearacomplicatedstateof
mindintheauthor.

Whentheauthordiscovershisideaintheactofwriting.Empsondescribesasimilethatlies
halfwaybetweentwostatementsmadebytheauthor.

Whenastatementsaysnothingandthereadersareforcedtoinventastatementoftheirown,
mostlikelyinconflictwiththatoftheauthor.

Twowordsthatwithincontextareoppositesthatexposeafundamentaldivisionintheauthor's
mind.

Thus,In SevenTypesofAmbiguity Empsonsoughtto enhance thereader’sunderstandingofa
poem byisolatingthelinguisticpropertiesofthetext.Hesuggestedthatwordsorreferencesin
poemsareoften ambiguous and,ifpresentedcoherently,carrymultiplemeaningsthatcan
enrichthereader’sappreciationofthework.Hearguedthatthecomplexitiesof cognitive and
tonalmeaningsinpoetryformthebasisofthereader’semotionalresponse.


