
Q.How doesJaneAustenexplorethethemeofloveandmarriageinthenovel"Prideand
Prejudice"
Ans:JaneAustenisoneofthegreatestnovelistsofthe19thcentury.Sheproducedsixfulllength
novels.Amongthem "Prideand Prejudice"isthemostpopularnovel.Itisregardedasafine
pieceofcomposition.IthasanindelibleplaceinhistoryofEnglishnovels.Inthewordsofan
eminentwriter"Pride&Prejudice" occupiesthehighestpositionamongst thenovelsofJane
Austen.Itisindeedthemostwidelyreadandpopularnovelofthewriter.
Loveandmarriageform animportantelementinJaneAusten'snovels.Herswasapractical
idealism.Shewaspre-occupiedwiththesubjectofloveandmarriage.Inhernovelsayoung
womanfallsinlovewitharichanddesirableman.Shehastofacealotofdifficultiesintheway
ofhermarriage,buteverythingendswell.Austenisagainstillicitlove.Accordingtoherlovemust
terminateinmatrimony.Forasuccessfulmarriagemutualharmonyisessential.Husbandand
wifeshouldbespiritual counterpartsofeachother.Aperfectmarriageisfundamentallya
perfectfriendship."Pride&Prejudice"dealswiththesametheme.
           Themainthemeof"Pride&Prejudice"dealswiththethemeofloveandmarriage.Themain
interestinthenovelliesinthehusbandhuntingcompaignofMrs.BennetandMrs.Lucasfortheir
daughters.ThearrivalofBingleyandDarcyprovidesthesuitableatmosphereofhusband
huntingdrive.Intheendtheygetsuccessintheirenterprise.Alittlecrisisisfoundinthestruggle
ofprideandprejudiceofElizabethandDarcyrespectively.InthestorytheloveaffairofJane
withBingleyandLydia'sescapewithWickham providecompletefunandyouthfulvigour.The
caseofCollinsandMissLucasisequallylovable.Itdisplaysafactthatlifeisasimplegameof
matrimony.In this way Jane Austen has nevergone farfrom this circumference and
surroundingsofloveaffairs.Inthisnoveltheauthorhasshownalltheseaffairsindrawingrooms,
ballsandparties.
           JaneAustenisoftheviewthatmutualharmonyisessentialforasuccessfulmarriage.Mrs.
Bennetmeasuresthematrimonialgamewithwealth.ThusshethinksBingleyasasuitablematch
forherdaughterJane.ButthenovelistdoesnotagreewiththeviewofMrs.Bennet.ForAusten
natureandtemperamentarethenecessaryconditionsforamarriage.Itisbecausetheaim of
marriageishigherthanthehouseholdbusiness.Marriageisbothanintellectualandemotional
companionshipbetweenahusbandandawife.Marriagewithoutthisisnomarriageatall.

           Themainthemeofthenovelsurroundslove.Inthesamewayallthethreesub-plotsofthe
storyarecentredroundlove.InthemainplotElizabethandDarcycometogetherinspiteoftheir
previousdifferences.AnotherstoryisthelovestoryofJaneandBingleywhoalsoareunitedin
marriageaftercertaininterruptions.ThemarriageofLydiaandWickham alsotakesplacewith
thehelpofDarcy.Inthiscaseloveisonesided.LydialovesWickhamwhilethelatterdoesnot.He
simplyrunsawaywithLydiatoinsultBennets.HedidsotoenrageElizabethwhorefusesto
marry him.Thethird sub-plotconsistsofthemarriageofMr.CollinswithCharlotte.This
marriagetakesplaceallofasuddenwithoutshowinganyinclinationoflovefrom eitherside.
Thusherethenovelisthaspresentedvariousphasesoflove.Hereloveisneitheraggressivenor
passionate.Itistheformoflovefoundintheordinarypersonsintheworld.

       ThusJaneAusten's"Pride&Prejudice"isabeautifulnovel.Itdealswiththethemeoflove
andmarriage.Thisthemehasauniversalappealandithadmadethisnovelverypopular. 


