
Q.ElucidatethediasporicexperiencesofIndianmigrantsasportrayedinthenovel"Anitaand
Me".
Ans:MeeraSyalcanbeconsideredasoneofthewonderfulwomanwritersofdiaspora.An
Indiandescendantandaprolificwriter,MeeraSyal,wasbornin1963nearWolverhamptoninthe
WestMidlandstoPunjabiparents.Thisnovel"AnitaandMe"depictstheexperienceofthe
protagonistMeenaKumar,anineyearoldgirl,throughwhom theauthortriestodecipherthe
perplexityofexistenceofanIndianPunjabifamilyinthewhitesociety.
Meena‘sfamilylivesinthemidstofthewhitecommunity.TheyaretheloneIndianPunjabifamily
intheminingvillageTollington.Whenthenovelopens,thenarratorandprotagonistMeena
describesthevillage.Sandy,adivorcee,wholivesonthesamestreetwhereMeena’sfamilyis
settled,isfoundtobeacceptingthem asawhole.AfterMeena’smotherDaljithelpsSandyby
lendingbutterorgivingherliftdownwhenshemissesherbus,Sandyadmits,
“You’resolovely.Youknow,Ineverthinkyouas,youknow,foreign.You’rejustlikeoneofus.”.
ThecommentgivesthehintthattheIndianfamilyisgraduallyassimilatingintothehostsociety.
Italsorevealsonemoreaspectthatwhenthehostsocietyisbenefitedbythemigrants,thereisa
chanceofgettingmingledwiththem.DivyaGirishkumarfiguresout:
“Her[Syal]worksproblematizethenotionof‘Englishness’,positioningdiasporicidentitiesas
dynamicandfluid.”(26).Syal’scharactersbelongtothenewgenerationwhoareabletoviewthe
EnglishworldthroughtheEnglisheyeeventhoughtheyareofIndianorigin.
Meena’sassimilationintothehostsocietybecomeseasyassheisbroughtupinthere,thatis,the
miningvillageTollington.ButtheassimilationofIndianeldersofMeenaorthefirstgeneration
migrantsisnotlikethatofMeenaorofthesecondgeneration.Thewayofobservingthehost
landanditsculturediffersfromgenerationtogeneration.WhileMeena
likestopreparepastrywithMrs.Worrall,hermotherinsistsonherlearningtocooksabziorroll
outachapatti.
MeenacravesforheridentityasapureBritish.So,sheselectsAnitaRutterasherguideand
mentorinthehostland.ShefindsAnitatobeadisruptivegirlinhervillage.SheadmiresAnitafor
beingsoandfeelsproudtobeinhergang.SheexpectsAnitatospendmoretimewithherthan
shedoeswiththeothergirls.SheadoresandiscompassionatetowardsAnita’slittlesisterTracy
forherinnocenceandaffectionshehasforAnita.But,Meena’sintuitionalertsherwhenAnita
indulgesinviciouspracticesand,atlast,shedecidestogiveupherfriendshipwithAnita.It
provesthatinspiteofheryearningtobeacompleteBritishgirl,shecouldnotgobeyondthe
ambitofhermotherculture.Thealarm thatringsinhermindisbecauseofherparents’
inculcatingasenseofethnicityinher.
Asasecondgenerationcharacter,Meena’swayofobservingthehomelandisnotasmuch
intimateasthatofothers.Shedescribesherrelativeswhoareshownbyherfatherthrough
photos.Sheexpressestheword‘litany’andthephrase‘forcedtomemorise’whichillustratehow
Meenavisualizesherrelativesandrevealsherfeelingofboredom ofmemorizingthem because
ofherfather’scompulsion.Shehasthiskindofattitudebecauseshehasnotmettheminperson.
Sherealizestheirimportanceandtherolethattheyplayintheirlifethroughherparents.She
hatestheirrelativesbecauseoftheirinterventioninherupbringing.ItisalsoclearthattheIndian
relativesdonotlikeMeenawithherforeignlifestyleorbehaviour.
Meena’sauntiesalsocommentonherbehaviour.ItexposesthetypicalIndiantradition:whether
itisextendedornuclearfamily,relativesplayavitalroleintheupbringingofanIndianchildina
foreignlandanditpointstotheexistenceofawell-structuredsocietyinIndia.
Syal’sdescriptionofflashbacksceneshappeninginIndiabringsthecountryoforigintoaliveto
themindofMeenawhohasbeenignorantaboutthem.Meena’smotheralsohasnostalgiafor
herhome,avillagenearChandigarh,India.Thedescriptionoftheancestralhomepresentsthe
ardorofDaljitforherhomeland:milkinggoat,cobrabeneaththegrasses,Muslim neighbours
whoofferedherfamilysweetmeatsduringfestivals“toemphasisehowthelandtheysharedwas
moreimportantthanthereligiousdifferencethatwouldsoontear
thePunjabintwo.”.Thereminiscenceofherhomelandbringsoutherhappiness
somethingwhichsheisnotenjoyingintheadoptedland.
Thenovel"AnitaandMe"presentsthefactsofthefirstandsecondgenerationmigrantsinthe
foreignland.Aspectslikethecultureshock,alienation,assimilation,commonhistoryandmyth,
formationofethnicgroup,longing forhomeambienceand longing tovisittheimagined



ancestralhome,maintaining religiousbeliefs,dividethefirstand thesecond generation
migrants.Thewholenovelisnarratedthroughthefirstpersonpointofviewoftheprotagonist
Meena.ThisnarrativetechniquehelpsalotinbringingoutthepsycheofMeena,whohasnever
visitedherhomeoforigin,whoimaginesherlandthroughtheinformationshehasgathered
from hereldersandlongstovisititandalsomakesouthernotionsofIndiaandIndiansin
Tollington.
So,thenoveliscompactedwithdiasporicexperiencesofIndianmigrantsandalsoprovides
manyevidencesforprovingthecontinualaffiliationwiththeirhomelandanditscultureofthe
elders.


