Transcription

Transcription is the use of symbols to represenhds or sound sequences in written
form. There are different systems of phonetic sylsib®@ne of the most commonly used

systems of phonetic symbols is the Internationainetic Alphabet (IPA).

A distinction is commonly made between two gengaés of transcription:

1. Narrow Transcription: A narrow transcripticalso called a phonetic transcription, is
one that shows phonetic details (for example, aspir, length, etc.), by using a wide
variety of symbols and, in many cases, diacrithcsystematic phonetic transcription

shows all the phonetic details that can be recorded

2. Broad Transcription: A broad transcriptiorglso called an impressionistic
transcription, is one that uses a simple set oft®mand does not show a great deal
of phonetic detail. A phonemic transcripti@ma broad transcription that shows all and

only those sounds that are distinctive phonemésatanguage being transcribed

Thus, one particular pronunciation of the Englisbrdav‘little’ may be transcribed
using the IPA as ftbl/ or ['lit}]. The broad, phonemic transcription, placed betwslashes,
indicates merely that the word ends with phonenie But the narrow, allophonic
transcription, placed between square brackets,canels that this final /I/ {]) is dark
(velarized).

The advantage of the narrow transcription is thean help learners to get exactly the
right sound, and allows linguists to make detaigthlyses of language variation. The
disadvantage is that a narrow transcription islyarepresentative of all speakers of a
language. Moreover, involves a larger number ofsysiwhich may be unfamiliar to non-
specialists.

The advantage of the broad transcription is thatai be applied across a more
diverse language community. It is thus more appatgifor the pronunciation data in foreign
language dictionaries, which may discuss phonetiail$ in the preface but rarely give them
for each entry. A rule of thumb in many linguisticsntexts is therefore to use a narrow
transcription when it is necessary for the poiningemade, but a broad transcription

whenever possible.



