
Non-Alignedment:

MEANINGOFNON-ALIGNMENT-SHORTCUT

Itistheinternationalpolicyofasovereignstateaccordingtowhichitdoesnotalignitselfwithanyof

thepowerblocsandatthesametimeactivelyparticipatesintheworldaffairstopromoteinternational

peace,harmonyandcooperation.

FACTORSRESPONSIBLEFORNON-ALIGNMENT-SHORTCUT

ThefollowingfactorswereresponsibleforthedevelopmentoftheNon-alignedMovement:

i)GlobaltensioncausedbyColdwar

ii)Struggleagainstimperialismandneo-colonisation

iii)Rightofindependentjudgement

iv)Useofmoderationinrelationtoallbigpowers

v)Restructuringinternationaleconomicorder

vi)Formationofacollectiveforce

EVOLUTIONOFNON-ALIGNEDMOVEMENT-SHORTCUT

TheoriginoftheNAMcanbetracedbacktotheAsianRelationsConferenceheldinNewDelhiinMarch

1947inwhichNehruhighlightedthedangersposedbythehostilitybetweenthetwopowerblocs.In

1949,anotherconventionforAsianunitywasheldatNewDelhitodiscusstheIndonesianproblem

whichcalledupontheDutchtroopstowithdrawfromtheareasunderthecontrolofIndonesia.In1954,

Thefiveprinciplesof'Panchasheel'weregivenpracticalshapeataconferenceheldinBandunginApril

1955whichwasattendedby29Afro-Asiancountries.Thedelegatesattheconferencecondemned

colonialismandemphasisedtheneedforeconomicgrowthinthethirdworldcountries.Theconference

pavedthewayforcooperationamongnewlyindependentnationswhichlaterblossomedintotheNon-

AlignedMovement.

THEFIRSTNAMSUMMIT-SHORTCUT

TheNAMwasformallylaunchedatitsfirstsummitheldinSeptember1961atBelgradeinYugoslavia.It

wasattendedby23Afro-AsianandoneEuropeancountry.PanditNehru,JosephTitoandNasserare

consideredas'foundingfathers'ofNAM.SeveralproblemssuchasproblemsofBerlinandCongo,

questionofChineserepresentationintheUNandtheissueofapartheidinSouthAfricawerediscussed.

Thesummitdemandedimmediateandtotalabolitionofcolonialismandcalledforcomplete

disarmament.

OBJECTIVESOFTHENON-ALIGNEDMOVEMENT-SHORTCUT



TheimportantobjectivesoftheNAMarethefollowing:

i)Eliminatecauseswhichcouldleadtowar.

ii)ToprotecttheemergingfreedomofthenewbornindependentcountriesofAsiaandAfricafrom

colonialdomination.

iii)Toprotecthumanrightsandtheenvironment.

iv)Advocatesovereignequalityofallstates.

v)Advocatepeacefulsettlementofinternationalissues.

vi)Opposecolonialism,imperialismandracialdiscrimination.

vii)Encouragefriendlyrelationsamongcountries.

ROLEOFJAWAHARLALNEHRUINNON-ALIGNEDMOVEMENT-SHORTCUT

Indiawasthefirstcountrytoinitiatethepolicyofnon-alignmentundertheleadershipofNehru.He

calledupontheAfro-Asiancountriestokeepthemselvesawayfromthepoliticsofthetwoopposing

camps(USAandtheSovietUnion),whichhadalreadybroughtabouttwoworldwars.Nehruledthe

Afro-Asiancountriestowardstheconceptofnon-alignment.HeledtheBandungconferencealongwith

JosephTito,Nasser,KwameNkrumahandmanyothers.Nehruwasacknowledgedasthegreatest

spokesmanfortheneutralityofAfro-AsianstatesintheColdWarera.Hedidnotapproveofmilitaryand

economicalliancesofSEATO,NATO,theWarsawPact,Cominform,etc.Nehruwasagainstthe

philosophyadvocatedbythetwopowerblocs.Hewasagainstthepolicyofapartheidbeingfollowedin

SouthAfrica.Nehrualsocalledfordisarmamentandabolitionofstockpilesofnuclearweapons.

ACHIEVEMENTSOFTHENAM-SHORTCUT

Non-Alignmenthasbeenpursuedbymorethanhalfoftheworldoverfivedecades.Someofits

achievementsareasfollows:

i)NAMhelpedinendingtheColdWarbyeasingtensionsbetweenthetwopowerblocs.

ii)NAMactedagainstthearmsraceduringtheColdWar.

iii)NAMstoodagainstinjustice,beittheSuezCanalcrisis,aggressivepoliciesofIsrael,etc.

iv)ItadvocatedNewInternationalEconomicOrderbasedongreatereconomiccooperationandjustice.

v)NAMmadethedevelopedcountriesrealisethatdeprivationofthethirdworldwouldaffectworld

economyandtheirownprosperity.

FUTUREOFNAM-SHORTCUT

TodayNAMstandsforabroaderobjectiveofinternationalpeaceaswellasindependenceofforeign



policyofeachsovereignState.Itcontinuestobeaneffectiveforumforseekingeconomicjustice.With

theemergenceofneo-colonialism,NAMhasbecomeallthemorerelevant.Sincemanysmallandweak

countriesareunabletopreservetheirsovereigntyintheeconomicfieldduetotheinterferenceof

internationalfinancialinstitutionslikeWorldBank,IMF,etc.theNAMcancomeforwardandcounteract

thesemoves.TheUSAhasemergedasasuperpowerdictatingitsownterms.Insuchasituationthe

NAMcouldtryandpreventtheUSdomination.Itstillcontinuestobedynamic,positiveanda

constructivemovementaimedatachievinguniversalpeace,disarmamentanddevelopment.


