
TheVice-PresidentofIndia

AccordingtoArticle63oftheConstitution,thereshallbeaVice-PresidentofIndia.Heisthe

secondheadofthenation.

Electionprcedure:

TheVice-Presidentshallbeelectedbythemembersofanelectoralcollegeconsistingofthe

membersofbothHousesofParliamentinaccordancewiththesystemofproportional

representationbymeansofthesingletransferablevoteandthevotingatsuchelectionshallbe

bysecretballot.

TheVice-PresidentshallnotbeamemberofeitherHouseofParliamentorofaHouseofthe

LegislatureofanyState,andifamemberofeitherHouseofParliamentorofaHouseofthe

LegislatureofanyStatebeelectedVice-President,heshallbedeemedtohavevacatedhisseat

inthatHouseonthedateonwhichheentersuponhisofficeasVice-President.

Qualifications:

(3NopersonshallbeeligibleforelectionasVice-Presidentunlesshe-

(a)isacitizenofIndia;

(b)hascompletedtheageofthirty-fiveyears;and

(c)isqualifiedforelectionasamemberoftheCouncilofStates.

(d)ApersonshallnotbeeligibleforelectionasVice-Presidentifheholdsanyofficeofprofit

undertheGovernmentofIndiaortheGovernmentofanyStateorunderanylocalorother

authoritysubjecttothecontrolofanyofthesaidGovernments.

Powerandfunctions:

ThevicePresidentofIndiadischargesthefollowingpowersandfunctions:

A.AccordingtoArticle64oftheconstitution,theVice-PresidentshallbeexofficioChairmanof

theCouncilofStatesandshallnotholdanyotherofficeofprofit:

ProvidedthatduringanyperiodwhentheVice-PresidentactsasPresidentordischargesthe

functionsofthePresidentunderarticle65,heshallnotperformthedutiesoftheofficeof

ChairmanoftheCouncilofStatesandshallnotbeentitledtoanysalaryorallowancepayableto

theChairmanoftheCouncilofStatesunderarticle97.



B.TheVice-PresidenttoactasPresidentortodischargehisfunctionsduringcasualvacanciesin

theoffice,orduringtheabsence,ofPresident:-

AsperArticle65(1)IntheeventoftheoccurrenceofanyvacancyintheofficeofthePresident

byreasonofhisdeath,resignationorremoval,orotherwise,theVice-Presidentshallactas

PresidentuntilthedateonwhichanewPresidentelectedinaccordancewiththeprovisionsof

thisChaptertofillsuchvacancyentersuponhisoffice.

(2)WhenthePresidentisunabletodischargehisfunctionsowingtoabsence,illnessorany

othercause,theVice-Presidentshalldischargehisfunctionsuntilthedateonwhichthe

Presidentresumeshisduties.

(3)TheVice-Presidentshall,during,andinrespectof,theperiodwhileheissoactingas,or

dischargingthefunctionsof,President,haveallthepowersandimmunitiesofthePresident

andbeentitledtosuchemoluments,allowancesandprivilegesasmaybedeterminedby

Parliamentbylawand,untilprovisioninthatbehalfissomade,suchemoluments,allowances

andprivilegesasarespecifiedintheSecondSchedule.

C.Parliamentmaymakesuchprovisionsasitthinksfitforthedischargeofthefunctionsofthe

PresidentinanycontingencynotprovidedforinthisChapter.

Tenure:Article67containsthat,theVice-Presidentshallholdofficeforatermoffiveyears

fromthedateonwhichheentersuponhisoffice:Providedthat-

(a)aVice-Presidentmay,bywritingunderhishandaddressedtothePresident,resignhisoffice;

(b)aVice-PresidentmayberemovedfromhisofficebyaresolutionoftheCouncilofStates

passedbyamajorityofallthethenmembersoftheCouncilandagreedtobytheHouseofthe

People;butnoresolutionforthepurposeofthisclauseshallbemovedunlessatleastfourteen

days'noticehasbeengivenoftheintentiontomovetheresolution;

(c)aVice-Presidentshall,notwithstandingtheexpirationofhisterm,continuetoholdoffice

untilhissuccessorentersuponhisoffice.


