Voice

The term ‘voice’ is a fundamental term used in gi®netic classification of speech sounds. It seferthe
auditory result of the vibration of the vocal foldS8ounds produced while the vocal folds are vihrptare
voiced sounds, e.g. [b, z, a, i], and those produced matlsuch vibration areoiceless or unvoiced, e.g. [p, s,
h]. A sound which is normally voiced, but which anparticular phonetic environment is produced Wéts
voice than elsewhere, or with no voice at allaigl¢o bedevoiced. Examples are the reduced voicing on voiced
plosives in a word-final position as loib, bed.

This contrast is considered to be of primary sigaiice in phonological analysis, and is used asaa m
parameter of classification both in phonemic ardfinictive feature theories of phonolodjoiced, for example,
is one of the source features of sound set up lmnShy and Halle in their phonological theory. Valaounds
are defined articulatorily, as those where the Vmds are in a position which will enable themvibrate in an
airflow. Its opposite isron-voiced (or voiceless), referring to sounds where vocal-fold vibratisnimpossible,
because of the wide gap between them.



