Q. Write a short note on Pandora's Box.

Ans: Pandora's box isan artifact in Greek mythology connected with the myth of Pandora in
Hesiod's Works and Days. He reported that curiosity led her to open a container left in care of
her husband, thusreleasing physical and emotional curses upon mankind.

According to Hesiod, Pandora was a curse on mankind as retribution after the
Titan Prometheus stole fire and gave it to humans. Zeushad Hermes hammer the first human
woman—Pandora—out of the earth. Hermes made her lovely as a goddess, with the gift of
speech to tell lies, and the mind and nature of a treacherous dog. Athena dressed her in silvery
clothing and taught her weaving; Hephaestus crowned her with a marvelous golden diadem of
animals and sea creatures; Aphrodite poured grace on her head and desire and caresto weaken
her limbs.

Pandora was to be the first of a race of women, the first bride and a great misery who would live
with mortal men as companions only in times of plenty, and desert them when times became
difficult. Her name means both "she who gives all gifts" and "she who was given all gifts". Never
let it be said that Greeks had any use for women in general. Both Pandora and Eve may well
share a similar source.



