
Q.ShortnoteonOedipus.
Ans:TheOracleofDelphitellsKingLaiusofThebesthathe'llhaveachildwho'sdestinedtokill
him andsleepwithLaius'swife,Jocasta,theboy'sownmother.Whenababycomesalong,the
kingpierceshisanklesandleaveshim onamountainsidetodie.Ashepherdfindsthebaby,
though,and takes him to King Polybus and Queen Merope of Corinth,who name
him Oedipus andraisehimastheirown.
Oneday,OedipusgoestotheOracleofDelphitofindoutwhohisrealparentsare.TheOracle
doesn'tseefittotellhim this,butshedoestellhim thathe'sdestinedtokillhisfatherandsleep
withhismother.Oedipustriestorunfromthisfate,butendsuprunningrightintoit.HekillsLaius
inascuffleatacrossroads,notknowinghe'shisrealdad.Later,hewinsthethroneofThebes
andunknowinglymarrieshismother,Jocasta,afteransweringtheriddleoftheSphinx.
Severalyears(andseveralchildren)laterOedipusandJocastafigureoutthetruthofeverything
withtheunwillinghelpof Tieresius,theseer.Jocastahangsherself,andOedipusstabsouthis
owneyes.Theblindkingthengoesintoexilewithonlyhisdaughter,Antigone,toguidehim,and
eventuallydiesinthetownofColonus.
Oedipus demonstrateshowthequestfortruthisanecessarypartofthehumancondition,andin
the processhow itssuffering causesinevitable hardship and emotionalturmoil.Another
significantelementinthedramaistheideaofhumanfreedom vs.fateddestiny.Themoralof
Oedipusstoryis thatonecannotcontrolone'sowndestinyandthatprideleadstodownfall.


