
Q.Criticallyanalysethepoem 'AnIntroduction'byKamalaDasinyourownwords. 

Ans:-KamalaDas introducesanew trendinIndianpoetryinEnglishwithherbold,originaland
concentratedapproachtothethemeoflove,language,sexandselfidentity.Herlove-experience
involvesthe predicamentofan Indian woman compelled to obeythe traditionalidealsof
womanhood.Sherevoltsagainstconventions.
Thepoem,AnIntroductionbyKamalaDaswasincludedinKamalaDas'sfirstvolumeofpoetry,
SummerinCalcutta(1965).Thepoem beginswithastatementthatshowsherfrankdistastefor
politics,especiallyinpoliticallyfreeIndiaruledbyachosenelite.Thepoetassertsherrightto
speakthreelanguages,anddefendsherchoicetowriteintwo--hermother-tongue,Malayalam,
andEnglish.Shedoesn'tliketobeadvisedinthismatterbyanyguardianorrelations.Herchoice
isherown:authenticandbornofpassion.ThepoetlooksuponherdecisiontowriteinEnglishas
naturalandhumane.From theissueofthepoliticsoflanguagethepoem thenpassesontothe
subjectofsexualpoliticsinapatriarchy-dominatedsocietywhereagirlattainingpubertyistold
aboutherbiologicalchangesbysomedomineeringparentalfigure.Asthegirlseeksfulfilmentof
heradolescentpassion,ayoungloverisforceduponhertotraumatizeandcoercethefemale-
bodysincethesameisthesiteforpatriarchytodisplayitspowerandauthority.Whenthereafter,
sheoptsformaleclothingtohideherfemininity,theguardiansenforcetypicalfemaleattire,with
warningstofitintothesociallydeterminedattributesofawoman,tobecomeawifeandamother
andgetcofinedtothedomesticroutine.Sheisthreatenedtoremainwithinthefourwallsofher
femalespacelestsheshouldmakeherselfapsychicoramaniac.
Butthepoetisanindividualwomantryingtovoiceauniversalwomanhoodandtryingtoshare
herexperiences,goodorbad,withallotherwomen.Loveandsexualityareastrongcomponentin
hersearchforfemaleidentityandtheidentityconsistsofpolarities.Thepoem endswith
repetitionsofthe1stpersonsingular'I'tosuggestvindicationofthebodyandtheself.Thepoet
trulydisclosesherselfandthepositionofwomeninsocietyparticularlyinthattimetorevealthe
abusesinthesociety. 
Inconclusion,wemaysaythatthepoem IntroductiontellsmuchaboutKamala'sthought.
Through the poem, she wants to emphasize her identity
as both a feminine and personal. The poem also talks about the patriarchal society, the shackle t
o women in daily life, fulfillment love and the superiority of males in a relationship.
Even though the poem takes place in Indian context, the discrimination and inequality
toward the women happen not only in India, but also in any other regions of the world. Cultural
and mental revolution is needed accompanying constitutional safeguard forthe rights ofthe
women.Herpoem reflectstheurgetochangethesociety.Womandeservestheequalstatusin
thesociety.Shecomplainsthatwomanshouldnotbeconsideredasbelongingtosomeone,she
shouldhaveherownidentity.


