
Q.Analysethestory"TheIntrusion" asaquestforidentity.
Or
Q.DescribehowShahiDeshpandedrawstheplightofthemodernIndianwomaninhernovel"The
Intrusion".
Or
Q.How doesShashiDeshpandeillustratemanwomanrelationshipanditsimplicationsinthe
moderndaysocietyinherstory"TheIntrusion".
Answer-----ShashiDeshpandeisoneoftheeminentnovelistsofcontemporaryIndianliteraturein
English. Deshpandecreatesfiguresthattakeherreadersthroughthesocialstrataofurban
society,butherinterestcomestocentremoreandmoreonwomenofthemiddleandupper
middleclasses.Shetalksaboutwell-educatedwomenwhofightfortheirownspace,fortheir
placeinthefamilyandintheirsocialandtheirculturalsetting.Thissettingisthebackdroptoher
stories.
Women,inDeshpande'stexts,arenotsimplyvictims,ofcircumstance,offamily,ofsociety.Over
thedecadesthatDeshpande'sworkembraces,theyhavecometostandoutasself-assured,self-
empowered,articulatepersonalities.Sheintroducesthispainfultopicthathadalreadybeenthere,
asmaritalrape,inoneofherearlystories,“TheIntrusion".
"TheIntrusion",atitlestorydealswithanewlymarriedwoman,whoseselfrespectisdishonored
by the appalling treatment by her husband, whom she thinks as an intruder.
Deshpande emphasizestheself-effacingroleoffemaleprotagonistsintheshortstoriesunder
studyinatrenchantmanner.
Inthestory, thereisthenewlymarriedprotagonistwhoseself-respectandsenseofselfare
violatedbyhercrassandinsensitivehusband.Thewifewhofindsherselfconsciousofherbeing
butherhusband'sforcefulpressuretoindulgesexwithher attheveryfirstnightconsideringit
hislegalrightmakeseverythingfutile.Shehastosurrenderherselftothevindictivewillofher
husband.Thefemaleprotagonistconsidersthisrelationshipas'maritalrape'wherethesociety
anditsnormswinoverone'sselfconsciousness.Thepsychologicalbeingofawomandoesn't
haveanyvaluetothemalechauvinisticnature.Throughoutthestory,thefemaleprotagonist's
senseofsufferingmakesnoroom inthetraditionalsociologicalapproachandshehasnoway
leftbuttosurrender.Althoughmarriageisalegalinstitutionbywhichamancanhavesexwith
womanfreely,butthewriterisoftheview thatoneshoulddevelopafriendlyrelationbefore
indulgingtosex.Heshouldnotremainastrangertoher.Anairoftrustanddependancemust
chill bothoftheirheartssothatheshouldnotappearasintruder,asthetitleofthestoryimplies.
Forcefulimplementationofrightsdoesneverreflectmanliness,ratherearnesteffortstohonour
otherssentimentsandselfconsciousnessdefyingtheselfegobringsreallaurelsforaman.The
storyspeaksnotonlyaboutthemale'sintrusionoverfemale'sbodyandmind,butitintrudesover
woman'sownidentityfrom thepsychologicalperspective.
Thus,ShashiDeshpandehaspresentedinhernovelmodernIndianwomen’ssearchforthese
definitionabouttheselfandsocietyandtherelationshipthatarecentraltowomen.Shashi
Deshpande’snoveldealswiththethemeofthequestforafemaleidentity.Thecomplexitiesof
man-woman relationship specially in the contextofmarriage,the trauma ofa disturbed
adolescence.TheIndianwomanhasforyearsbeenasilentsufferer.Whileshehasplayed
differentroles-asawife,mother,sisteranddaughter,shehasneverbeenabletoclaim herown
individuality.ShashiDeshpande’snovelsdealwiththewomenbelongingtoIndianmiddleclass.
ShedealswiththeinnerworldoftheIndianwomeninhernovels.Sheportraysherheroinesina
realisticmanner.Deshpande’sfeminism iscertainlynotcynicalornihilistic.Sheanalysesthe
universalsignificanceofthewoman’sproblem,therebytranscendingthefeministperspective
andherstory"TheIntrusion"speaksvolumesaboutit.


