
Q.How doesRichardtreatwhitepeopleasopposedtoblacks?Isthereadifferentjudgment
betweenhisattitudestoeachgroup?
OR
ConsiderBlackBoyasanautobiographicalnovel.
Ans:Richard NathanielWrightwas an African-American authorofpowerful,sometimes
controversialnovels,shortstoriesandnon-fiction.Muchofhisliteratureconcernedracialthemes.
HisworkhelpedredefinediscussionsofracerelationsinAmericainthemid-20thcentury.
RichardWrightwasaferventCommunistandhisbooksexplorethetheoryofhumanbehavior
determinedbyenvironment."BlackBoy"markstheculminationofRichardWright'sbest-known
period,hisso-calledMarxistperiod.Blackchildrenmustneverstrivetobemorethanblack
children;iftheydo,notonlywilltheysufferaterriblefate,buttheirfamilieswillaswell.Richard
Wrightcouldnot,from hisearliestyears,toleratethisrepression,and BlackBoy isthechronicleof
hisalienation,notonlyfrom whitesociety,butfrom hisownpeople.Theprotesthere,isboth
personalandmetaphysical;acryofanguishinthefaceofthehumancondition.
Asthetitleimplies, "BlackBoy" isasprofoundlyAmericanasitisadistinctlyblackchronicle.Itis
apowerfulstoryofWright'sdevelopmentintoadynamicindividual.Throughoutthework,wesee
Richardobservesthedeleteriouseffectsofracism notonlyasitaffectsrelationsbetweenwhites
andblacks,butalsorelationsamongblacksthemselves. Wright’scritiqueofracism inAmerica
includesacritiqueoftheblackcommunityitself—specificallytheblackfolkcommunitythatis
unable orunwilling to educate him properly.Richard struggles againsta dominantwhite
culture—bothintheSouthandintheNorth—andevenagainsthisownblackculture.Neitherwhite
norblackcultureknowshow to handleabrilliant,strong-willed,self-respectingblackman.
Richardperceivesthathisoptionsareeithertoconform ortowilt.Needlesstosay,neitheroption
satisfieshim,soheforgeshisownmiddlepath.
BlackBoy,autobiographybyRichardWright,publishedin1945andconsideredtobeoneofhis
finest works.The book is sometimes considered a fictionalized autobiography or an
autobiographicalnovelbecauseofitsuseofnovelistictechniques.BlackBoy isalsocalleda
classicofAmericanautobiography,asubtlycraftednarrativeofRichardWright'sjourneyfrom
innocencetoexperience.


