
Q.WhatisconveyedaboutthepositionofwomeninVictoriansocietythrough"GoblinMarket"?

"GoblinMarket"hasbeenanalyzedfrom manydifferentperspectives,includingthatofafeminist.
Oneofthemostfamousfeministcriticwhohavemadeanalysisofthispoem isBarbaraA.White.
Shebelievesthat"GoblinMarket"isa"Greatallegoryaboutthe'wagesofsin'andwomen's
traditionalplaceinVictorianculture."Shebelievesthatthepoem waswrittenwithadeep"sense
ofpersonalhistory,[and]particularlyRossetti'srelationshipwithherownsister".Inthispoem
Rossettireflectsonherverypersonalexperienceasanoldersister,andaskswhatitisliketobe
youngwhenone'seldersisterisincontrol.
GoblinMarketfocusesonaworldofwomentoreflectthepotentialpowerfemalescouldhave
whentheyreallysupporteachother.Inthepoem,thesegoblinsareforevertryingtotemptthe
sisters,andLaurafallsvictim totheirschemes.
 Whilesomeseethegoblinsasmenwhoinflictunwantedsexualadvancesonwomen,itcanalso
bearguedthatthegoblinsaresymbolicofalloftheeviloftheworldandthatthe real themelies
inthepowerofwomentobravelyovercomeittogether.Itspeaksoftheunityofwomenandof
thesacrificiallovethatwomenholdforeachother.

Q.Howdoestheprisonermanagetoescapefrom theceremonyin“TheThreeStrangers”?

Itisawetnightonthedownsin ThomasHardy'sstory“TheThreeStrangers,”andinthemidstof
achristeningcelebration,threestrangersknockonShepherdFennel'sdoor.ShepherdFennel,a
hospitableman,welcomeseachofthem in.

Thefirstmanisgauntwithdarkeyesandhair,andhetakesaplaceinthechimneycorner.The
second man isdressed in cinder-grayand turnsoutto bean executioneron hiswayto
CasterbridgetoexecuteTimothySummers,aprisonerwhohasstolenasheeptofeedhis
starvingfamily.Thethirdmanisasmall,nervousfellow whostandsinthedoorwayshakingin
terrorandthendashesaway.

ShepherdFennelandhisgueststhenhearthealarm soundedthatmeansaprisonerhasescaped,
andtheyassumethatthefearfulmanisthatprisoner.Theexecutionerorganizesasearchparty,
andthemenallheadoutintothewetnightwiththeirlanternsandpitchforks.Prettysoon,though,
twomencirclebacktothehouse.Oneisthegauntmanwhohadsatinthechimneycorner.The
otheristheexecutioner.Bothagreethatthereareenoughpeopleoutsearchingfortheprisoner,
andtheyarenotneeded.Thegauntmanhelpshimselftosomecakeandabitmoremead,and
thenhetellstheexecutionerthatheisheadingforhome.Theexecutionersaysthathewillhead
ontoCasterbridge.Theyshakehands,wisheachotherwell,andgotheirseparateways.
Thefrightenedmaniscaught,butthejailofficerswhosoonarrivesaythatheiscertainlynotthe
escapedprisoner.Themanhimselfexplainsthatheisactuallytheprisoner'sbrother,andhe
becameterriblyscaredwhenheenteredthehouseandsaw hisbrothersittinginthechimney
cornernexttotheexecutioner.Theescapedprisoner,then,isthegauntman,thefirstofthethree
strangerstoenterthehouse.Heisnevercaughtandneverseenagain.
In“TheThreeStrangers,”theprisonerescapesfrom thechristeningcelebrationbygoingoutwith
thesearchpartyandthendoublingbacktothehouse,eatinganddrinkingabitmore,andthen
leavingfor“home,”ashetellstheexecutioner.Noonerealizesthatthisgauntmaninthechimney
cornerisactuallytheescapedprisoneruntilheislonggone.


