
Q.HowdoesManjulaPadmanavanfocusonthegrim realityofthemodernurbansocietyandon
thepsycheofthemiddle-classpeoplein"LightsOut"?Discuss.
Ans:Literatureisanimportantmedium forrepresentationofthesocialaesthetics.Itrepresents
thecontemporarysociety,theiridentity,culture,andhistorywithallitscolour.Literaturehasthe
capacitytotransmiteverydaylifeexperiencesandhasthepotentialtorepresenttheinnerreality
ofhumanworld.Simultaneously,itraisesvoiceagainstinjusticeandsensitizespeopleaboutthe
rampantsocialevils.Hence,literatureisaneffectivetoolforknowingthehuesandcoloursofthe
humansociety.
IndiandramainEnglishhascloselyrepresentedhumanconditionandhasbroughtstagecloseto
life.Playsdonotmerelydescribehumanexperiencesbutbringforththeinnerandtheouter
realityofhumanconsciousness.Theindividual’sstruggleforsurvivalagainstvariousforcesis
oneoftheimportantthemesofdramaandoftenfoundintheintensedramaticsituations.The
psycho-
philosophicalrealism andthesocialrealism emphasizeontherealdramaticsituation.
ManjulaPadmanabhan’splayLightsOut,appearedonstagein1986.Itisbasedonarealincident
ofgangrapehappenedintheurbanlocalityofMumbai.Itextendsagrim realityofthemodern
urbansocietyandfocusesonthepsycheofthemiddle-classpeople.Moresignificantly,itissetin
anurbansocio-culturalpatriarchalsocietywherewomenarealwaysvictimized.Moredisturbing
isthereactionofmenandtheirattitudeofnon-interferenceeveninaserioussituation.Thepaper
analysesthisreluctantnatureofpeoplewhodonotinvolveinother’sproblemsandtheapproach
ofhidingbehindtheissuesofprivacyandnon-interference.
Padmanabhanthrowslightonman-womenrelationshipsandthepatriarchalpowerthatrulethe
society.Awomanisalwaysseenplayingasubservientroletoaman.Thestatusofthewoman
andtheplightofhersufferingbetweentwoinfluentialbeingsfirstlyaman,whowithhisageold
dominantpowerhasacontrolonwomanandsecondlyawomanwhoturnsintoaninstrument
underhisauthority.‘Light’sOut’isaplaybasedontherealincidentthathastakenplaceinSanta
Cruz,Mumbaiin1982.Padmanabhanexhibitsaworldinwhichwomanhasidentitycrisis,her
everyutteranceismadesilent;sheimploresuntomanabouthertroublesandfindsnohelp.The
playissetinsixthfloorapartment,inMumbaiwhichbelongstouppermiddleclassmarried
coupleLeelaandBhaskar.Theyhavebeenhearingtosoundsofsexualcrimesandcriesfrom
theirneighbouringbuilding.Thedramatistexplicitlydisplaysthereactionsofwomenandmen
regardingthesexualassaultandanurgentneedtolookatthegrowingdemandoffemininepoint
ofview.
Thetitleisofplayissignificant.'LightsOut'suggestsdarknessanddarknessmayconnote
ignorance,indifference,fear,violence,lackofvisionandlackofhope.However,itisnota
mockeryofthemiddle-classpeoplebutatypicaltendencygrowingseriouslyamongpeople
especiallythosewhoarestayingincitiesthatiscallednaturalmoralitybyPadmanabhan.


