
Q.Chaucer'sartofcharacterisationsintheportrayaloftheWifeofBath.
Chauceristhefirstgreatpainterofcharacterbecauseheisthefirstgreatobserverofitamong
Englishwriters,Infact,nexttoShakespeare,Chauceristhegreatestdelineatorofcharacterin
Englishliterature.InTheCanterburyTalesChaucertriedtopaintfaithfullythebodyandsoulof
thefourteenthcenturylife.
TheWifeofBathisoneofthepilgrimsin TheCanterburyTales whosharesherprologueandtale
withtheothersontheirwaytotheshrineofSaintThomasBeckett.Sheisoneoftwowomen
charactersinthework.Shediscussesmarriage,women'sautonomy,andthepowerimbalancein
Medievalmarriages.
The WifeofBath comesfrom thetownofBath,whichisontheAvonRiver.Sheisaseamstress
bytradebutaprofessionalwifebyoccupation. Shehasbeenmarriedfivetimesandpresents
herselfastheworld’sexpertinmattersofmarriageandtherelationsbetweenmenandwomen.
Chaucerdescribesheraslarge,gap-toothed,anddressedinred clothing,whichistraditionallythe
coloroflust.TheWifeofBathisaforceofnature,alarger-than-lifecharacterwhoisnotafraidto
pushherwaytothefrontandstateheropinions.
Tosum up,TheWifeofBathisoneofthebestknownandmostremarkableofChaucer's
charactersintheCanterburyTales.Whatmakeshersodistinctanddifferentfrom allothersis
notthe storyshe retellsto the audience butherawarenessofherown body,asclearly
manifestedinthePrologueofhertale.


