
Q.WhydoesCandidafinallydecidetostaywithMorrell? 2

Candidadecidesto staywithMorrellbecauseheneedsher.Shealso understandsthata
relationshipwithMarchbankswouldnotlastbecauseitwoulddependonnaïveideasofromance.
Q.How is Candida a representation ofnew women in Bernard Shaw's drama Candida?
5

GeorgeBernardShaw's Candida,thetitlecharacterexhibitsmanyofthetraitsofa"newwoman,"
butsheneverthelessembodiesawomanfirmlyinstepwithVictoriantraditionsandvaluesoflate
nineteenth-centuryEngland.Candidadutifullystaysathome,attendstotheneedsofherhusband,
theReverendJamesMavorMorellperformsobligatoryhouseholdduties,andtakescareofthe
children.
Throughouttheplay,Candidademonstratesincreasinglyindependentandself-assuredthought
andbehavior,criticizesherhusband,andactivelytakescontrolofthedirectionofherownlife.
Atthesametimethatshe'sexercisingthese"new woman"attributes,Candidapersonifies
Victorianattitudestowardswomenandevenseemstotakeprideincaringforthemenaround
her.
Candidachoosestokeeponefootineachworld.ShechoosestocontinuetoliveinaVictorian-
minded world,and to take care ofher"greatbaby"—who obviouslyneeds hermore that
Marchbanks does—butatthe same time,she has clearly established the "new woman"
parametersofherrelationshipwithherhusband.

Q.EstablishGeorgeBernardShaw’s Candida asananti-romanticcomedy. 10
Ans:Numerousaspectsof GeorgeBernardShaw’splay Candidasupporttheassertionthatitis
ananti-romanticcomedy.Loveandromanceplayprominentrolesintheplay,whichislargely
concernedwiththetitlecharacter’sdecisionbetweentwomenwholoveher:herhusbandanda
youngsuitor.TheplayhasahappyendingforCandidaandherhusband,JamesMorell.However,
Candidaismainlyasocial satire,notaromanticcomedy.Shaw’ssatiricintentservestochallenge
theunthinking,effervescentromanticcomediesofhisday.
AlthoughthepassionateyoungpoetMarchbanksisanappealingcharacterinmanyways,his
ardorfailstowinoverCandida.Instead,sheoptsforathoughtfullyconsidered,maturecourse:to
staywithherhusband,whobothlovesandneedsher.Candidaisasensible,clear-headedwoman
whoisnotwonoverbytheadolescentpoet’sheartfeltdeclarationsofconcernforher“soul.”
Throughoutthecourseoftheplay,italso becomesclearthatProserpineGarrett,Morell’s
secretary,isinlovewithhim.Thefactthatthisplotisnotfurtherdeveloped,andherpassion
doesnotprecipitatehismarriagebreakingup,isalsoanti-romantic.

Thesociallyrelevantcontentandintellectualtendenciesoftheplayalsosupportitsidentification
asanti-romantic,andevenveeringtowardnaturalism.Shaw includessomeimportantsocial
issuesoftheday,asCandida’sindustrialistfather,Mr.BurgessargueswithMorellaboutwork
conditionsandemployeewages.
Althoughitisconcernedwithloveandhasahappyending, Candida canbeconsideredananti-
romanticcomedybecausematureloveprevailsoveryouthfulpassion. Candida isprimarilya
socialsatire,andthefoolishnessofyoungloveisoneoftheplaywright’smaintargets.Alongwith
theprimaryplotinvolvingMarchbanks’sferventloveforCandida,asub-plotofProserpine’s
unrequitedlovesustainsthepremisethatirresponsibleemotiondoesnottriumph.
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1.Pygmalioniswrittenby......
GBShaw
2-Shawwasprimarilya
Dramatist
3WhatrewardwasgiventoShawasaliteraryfigure?
HewasawardedtheNobelPrizeforliterature.
4-InwhichyearwasShawawardedtheNobelPrizeforliterature?



-1925
5WhoisthefatherofCandida?
Mr. BurgessisCandida'sfather.


