Avant-Garde Literature refers to literary works that are experimental, radical, or unorthodox, often challenging established norms of style, form, and content. The term "avant-garde" comes from the French for "advance guard" or "vanguard," indicating literature that pushes boundaries and leads cultural innovation.﻿
---﻿
🔍 Key Features of Avant-Garde Literature﻿
1. Formal Innovation:﻿
Rejection of traditional narrative structures (e.g., linear plots, stable characters).﻿
Use of stream of consciousness, collage, or fragmentation.﻿
Inventive typography or visual arrangement on the page.﻿
2. Political or Philosophical Provocation:﻿
Critiques of society, language, art, and ideology.﻿
Engagement with anarchism, socialism, or other radical politics.﻿
Often challenges bourgeois or mainstream values.﻿
3. Interdisciplinarity:﻿
Blurs boundaries between genres (poetry/prose/drama) or between literature and other arts like painting, film, or music.﻿
4. Self-Reflexivity:﻿
Literature that draws attention to its own artifice or the act of writing itself.﻿
Meta-narratives and unreliable narrators.﻿
5. Shock or Defamiliarization:﻿
Uses surprise, absurdity, or surrealism to make readers question the familiar.
